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INSIDE THE ROPES

Chambers Bay breaks mold

U.S. Open at Chambers Bay
in University Place, Wash., is a
significant move for several reasons.

The daily-fee layout, designed by Robert Trent
Jones Jr. and associates Bruce Charlton and Jay
Blasi, sits on a stunningly beautiful site just
outside of Tacoma that overlooks lower Puget
Sound. The course, owned by Pierce County and
operated by KemperSports, opened only last
summer — to rave reviews. County Executive
John Ladenburg spearheaded the $20 million
project with hopes it might draw widespread
attention and tourist dollars.

Chambers Bay is the youngest course to be
tendered a U.S. Open. It’s also the first course
opened since 1967 — Atlanta Athletic Club’s
Highlands Course, which played host to the
1976 Open - to hold the national championship.

The USGA had been wedded to a rota of venues
that date to the classic, pre-World War II era —
most of them private clubs. That began to change
with Pebble Beach in 1972 and Pinehurst No. 2 in
1999, both public-access resort layouts. In 2002,
for the first time, the USGA went to a municipal
layout with Bethpage Black. This year, the USGA
goes to Torrey Pines South, a course that’s not
only municipal but also postwar (opened in
1958).

Chambers Bay outdoes them all. It’s municipal
and new. It’s also the first Northwest site for an

The USGA’s offer to hold the 2015

Open. It will provide unparalleled access to more
spectators than ever have attended a U.S. Open.
In a fitting touch of retro-sensibility, the USGA
also will be able to utilize an active train line and
bring spectators on site from Greater Seattle.

The environmental model provided by
Chambers Bay might prove to be the most
enduring. The course was developed as part of
a 930-acre public park on an abandoned sand and
quarry pit. The rehabilitation of the site into faux
dunes ideal for golf is impressive enough, but the
fescue grasses used on Chambers Bay and the
resulting tawny, knee-high roughs should also
be an industry-wide exemplar of eco-friendly,
low-chemical-input course maintenance.

That holds for the greens, in particular. In
an era when country clubs seemingly outdo
themselves trying to reach ultra-fast speeds by
double-cutting greens to 1/10th of an inch,
Chambers Bay’s bristly greens do absolutely fine
at twice that height. The results at Chambers Bay
are firm, fast golf and linkslike conditions that
will make the 2015 Open a model for the golf
industry to take seriously.
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Bradley S. Klein
Senior writer

YOU'D THINK THEY'D
GIVE US A LADDER
OR AN ELEVATOR
OR SOMETHINGI!
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