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Founded in 1995 on the belief that everyone deserves a chance to succeed,

the East Lake Foundation collaborates with public and private organizations to offer

Atlanta’s East Lake residents opportunities to build a better future through education for

children and adults, affordable housing, job readiness and connections with the broader

community. Other cities seeking to transform their neighborhoods are turning to the

Foundation for best practices. 

The East Lake neighborhood includes The Villages of East Lake, a mixed-income apartment

community managed by Mercy Housing; Charles R. Drew Charter School, the city of Atlanta’s

first public charter school, for grades K-8; Sheltering Arms Early Education and Family

Center for children from birth through pre-kindergarten; East Lake Family YMCA; and the

Charlie Yates Golf Course, a public, 18-hole golf course that is home to The First Tee®

of East Lake, a year-round golf instruction and life skills program for area children.

The Foundation supports comprehensive programming that includes academic, enrichment,

recreational, mentoring, summer and scholarship programs for children and teens; and

counseling, support groups and job skills training for adults. This approach to building a

strong community not only helps break the cycle of poverty, but creates a place where

people of all ages, incomes and backgrounds choose to live.
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Dear Friends,

One measurement of East Lake’s success can be found in the stories of individuals who believe in the
power of their dreams and are working hard to achieve them. 

Whether it’s the teenager preparing for college, the senior citizen helping to create a great neighborhood
or the donor funding an academic support program for elementary students, each person featured in this
report shares in our belief that everyone deserves a chance to succeed.  

They represent the people who are participating in East Lake Foundation-sponsored programs and are
seizing opportunities for a better life. And, their stories highlight the importance of ongoing support to
ensure East Lake continues to offer the best in housing, education and community programming.

One group we’d like to recognize in this year’s report is the Foundation’s Board of Directors. These
dedicated individuals shown on page 8 have not only achieved enormous success in their professional
and personal lives, but they are willing to share their expertise to help advance the important work of
the Foundation. Our Board of Directors is a reflection of the kind of broad community support that
East Lake enjoys and needs.

Interest in East Lake extends well beyond Atlanta. We are continuing to share our best practices and
experience to help other cities transform their own neighborhoods. In fact, more than 1,000 visitors came
to East Lake in 2006 to learn more about our holistic approach to community revitalization. Mixed-
income housing combined with educational support for children and adults and community programming
are key reasons why the East Lake model has been successful.

Looking ahead, we plan to help cities such as New Orleans, Memphis and Jackson, Mississippi develop
effective strategies to implement the East Lake model in their own communities. To learn more, please
visit www.eastlakefoundation.org.

We hope you enjoy reading the inspiring stories in the following pages. With your support, we believe
the people of East Lake will continue to achieve beyond their wildest dreams.

Carol R. Naughton Dr. Charles B. Knapp
Executive Director Board Chairman
East Lake Foundation East Lake Foundation

Dr. Charles B. Knapp and Carol R. Naughton
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Of the 250 Drew Charter School alumni currently enrolled in Atlanta area

public and private high schools, 100 percent are on course to graduate.100%

CREW Teens participants
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Every afternoon, the halls of Drew Charter School are filled with high school 

students who return to their former K-8 school to prepare for promising futures.

“I believe there are no limits to what I can do,” said Kenneth Hines, 16, an honor 

student from the neighborhood who excels in math and science. 

Rose Marie Brown, 15, likes to study and socialize with former Drew classmates to

help achieve her dream of becoming a psychiatrist.

They are among the more than 140

teenagers participating in the new CREW

(Creating Responsible, Educated and Working)

Teens program. This academic support 

program is designed to increase the high

school graduation rate of East Lake teenagers

and prepare students for higher education

and careers.

Participants receive tutoring, homework assistance, standardized test preparation,

community service and leadership training, career advisement, and assistance with

navigating the college admissions and financial aid process.

“Of our students, 96 percent are working to become the first in their families to

graduate college,” said Chris Bennett, program director.

“I believe there
are no limits to 
what I can do.”

– Kenneth Hines

��

P R O M I S I N G F U T U R E S
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198

Left to right: Cora E. Byrd, Leila R. Moore, Josephine Carr

Strong community involvement is integral to the success of East Lake’s

revitalization. In 2006, 198 new volunteers supported East Lake projects

including resident-led initiatives such as the Bake and Craft Fair organized

by The Villages of East Lake’s Senior Advisory Committee.
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Before Josephine Carr moved to The Villages of East Lake four years ago, she had

a very basic goal. 

“I wanted to find a home where I would not be afraid to let my son walk out of the

apartment,” said Mrs. Carr.      

Today, Mrs. Carr and her now 18-year-old son, Jonathan, are not only 

enjoying the pleasant and peaceful neighborhood, they have become two of its

most active volunteers. Mrs. Carr 

is vice president of The Villages’

Senior Advisory Committee and her

son was the first to join the Teen

Advisory Committee.   

An essential part of East Lake’s 

revitalization, The Villages of East

Lake, with its mix of market-rate

and affordable townhomes, villas

and garden apartments, is the type of community that attracts people like the

Carrs. With the support of Mercy Housing staff, residents participate in social, civic

and educational programs ranging from home ownership classes to bake and craft

sales to raise money to put back into the community. 

“I believe it takes everyone working together to build a great community,” said Mrs. Carr.

“I believe it takes

everyone working together

to build a great community.”
– Josephine Carr

��

C A R I N G N E I G H B O R S
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During the 2005-2006 school year, 92 percent of Drew’s eighth-grade students

met or exceeded state standards in reading, outperforming their counterparts

in Atlanta Public Schools at 72 percent and in the state at 89 percent.

Left to right: Fred Akers, Dr. Julia Glass, Glass Award Winner

92%
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When investment executive Fred Akers met with Dr. Julia Glass, executor of the

estate of one of his clients, he uncovered a wonderful connection.  

Now retired, Dr. Glass was the first principal of Drew Elementary School from

1971-1983. Meanwhile, Fred Akers and his brother, Scott, through their family

foundation, had just committed to fund an academic program at the “new Drew,”

which reopened as Drew Charter School in 2000 as part of the East Lake revitalization.

The Akers Foundation is supporting Saturday

School, a program aimed at raising the

achievement of third to eighth graders who

need extra academic support. This program

is a perfect fit with Drew’s mission to help all

students reach their highest potential.  

“It’s important that all children believe they

have the gifts and talents to be successful,”

said Scott Akers, Jr., current president of the

Akers Foundation. 

Knowing that Dr. Glass would be an inspiration to today’s students, the Akers 

created the annual Glass Award to honor the Saturday School participant who has

shown the most progress. 

“It’s important that

all children believe
they have the gifts and

talents to be successful.” 

– Scott Akers, Jr.  

��

C O M M U N I T Y S U P P O RT
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2006 Financial Summary

� �

Dr. Charles B. Knapp, Board Chairman
President Emeritus, University of Georgia

Hugh McMaster Chapman, Board Chairman Emeritus*
Retired Chairman of NationsBank South (now Bank of America)

Ray M. Robinson, Board Vice Chairman
President Emeritus, East Lake Golf Club and 
former President, AT&T’s Southern Region

J. Veronica Biggins
Senior Partner, Heidrick & Struggles

Richard W. Courts IV
Vice President, Carter

Thomas G. Cousins
Founder/Chairman Emeritus of the Board, Cousins Properties, Inc.

Dr. James Don Edwards 
Retired J.M. Tull Professor of Accounting 
Terry College of Business at the University of Georgia

John R. Frazer
Executive Vice President, SunTrust Private Wealth Management

Lillian Cousins Giornelli
Executive Director, CF Foundation

Robert L. Johnston
President & Founder, First Communities

Mark Lazarus
President, Turner Entertainment Group

Clyde C. Tuggle
Senior Vice President, Worldwide Public Affairs and
Communications, The Coca-Cola Company

2006 Revenue by Source

Contributions and Grants
Investment Income
Charlie Yates Golf Course
(CYGC) Income
Other Income

Standing (left to right): Robert L. Johnston, Thomas G. Cousins, Richard W. Courts IV, Dr. James Don Edwards and Dr. Charles B. Knapp. 
Seated (left to right): Ray M. Robinson, John R. Frazer, Lillian Cousins Giornelli and Mark Lazarus.

Not pictured: J. Veronica Biggins, Hugh McMaster Chapman and Clyde C. Tuggle. 

2006 Board of Directors

2006 Expense by Category

Program Expenses/Depreciation

Management and General

Fundraising and Marketing

2006 Total Program Expenses

The First Tee of East Lake and CYGC
Drew Charter School Enrichment
Grants, Contributions and Scholarships
Chaplaincy Program
East Lake Summer Camp
East Lake Model Program

22%
83%

22% 12%

47%29%

6%
6%

2%

54%

9%
3%

5%

East Lake Foundation

*Passed away in April 2007
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In Honor

� 2006 East Lake Foundation Donors �
Anonymous
Acuity Brands, Inc.
Doug Aholt
Akers Foundation, Inc.
Glen Alsobrooks
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Amann
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Anderson
Jody and Billy Andrade
John D. Armbrust
Atlanta Braves Foundation
Atlanta Falcons Youth Foundation
Atlanta Rotary Educational

Foundation, Inc.
Atlanta Women's Foundation
Augusta National Golf Club
Baker and Associates Dental Group, LLC
Bank of America Foundation
William Alexander Banks
Louis Bates
Dallas F. Bauer
Dietrice and Christopher Bennett
J. Veronica Biggins
Lee and Bob Birdsong
Jenni and Dana Blankenhorn
G. Niles Bolton
Dr. Eurith Bowen
Marc Brennan
Linda and Elwyn T. Bridges
Jeanie and Tom Brieske
W. Bard Brockman
Beau Brown
Lake A. Brown, Jr.
Keecia and Andrew Broy
Maura and Mark Burden
Sunny and Lee Burrows
Pam and Rick Burton
Kevin Cain
Capmark Foundation
Phil H. Carlock
Paul Carrington
Theresa Cartwright
CD Sonography, Inc.
Bev and Donald Chapman
Janis and Hugh Chapman
Charles R. Drew Charter School PTA
Chick-fil-A, Inc.
ChoicePoint, Inc.
Jim Cifford
Lisa and Stewart E. Cink
The Coca-Cola Company
Coca-Cola Enterprises Bottling

Companies
Edward Colston Foundation, Inc.
A.D. Correll, Jr.
Lane and Richard Courts Family Fund
Ann and Thomas G. Cousins
Cousins Properties, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Cravey
John H. Crawford, IV
CREW Network
Robin and Stockton Croft
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Crosby
Haywood Curry
D.M.K. International, Inc.
Frank Dalton
Stephen Dana
Rhonda Davidson and Bob Keown

Jay Davis
Read Davis 
Mr. Roger Davis
Mr. and Mrs. John M. De Borde, III
Mariah Deans
Deloitte and Touche, LLP
Delta Air Lines, Inc.
Janine Doyle
Allan Dragone
Martin P. Dungan
East Lake Golf Club
John F. Edgar, Jr., CPA
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Edge
Clara M. and James Don Edwards
Denise and Mark Elam
Karen Eldridge
CB Richard Ellis
Claire and Marshall Evans
The Finer Niners of Atlanta National

Golf Club
The First Tee
David Fisher
Five Smiths Foundation
George L. Follansbee, Jr.
Connie and John Frazer
David H. Gambrell
Olivia R. Gardner
Marsha D. Gilbert
Carl Gilchrist
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory J. Giornelli
Wayne Glaser
Jack and Anne Glenn Charitable

Foundation
S. Taylor Glover
Golf Digest Companies
Goodwill Industries of North Georgia, Inc.
John W. Griffin
Irvin Gunter
Kim Gzeckowicz
John W. Hackett
Mary Stewart and Christopher Hagy
Elizabeth and Sheffield Hale
Phillip Hall
Eben Hardie
Mike Harley
Sylvester J. Harris, Jr.
Sylvia and Charles W. Harrison
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Hatcher
John Hayes – Golf Professional
Quill O. Healey
Heard and Heard Dental Associates, P.C.
James W. Heard
Robert W. Hearn, Jr.
Meg and Andy Heller
Hertz Family Foundation, Inc.
Karen Higginbothan
L. Douglas Higgins
Julienne and Jonathan Hillyer
Home Depot Foundation
Linton C. Hopkins, III, M.D.
Harry C. Howard
Pauline A. Howes
Barbara J. Hughes
Lucy Inman
Clayton F. Jackson
James M. Jarboe
Terry Jastrow 

Jacqueline Jenkins
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta
Sally and Warren Y. Jobe
John Hoeflich
Robert L. Johnston
Andrea and Gordon Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Jones
Joseph Plummer
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Jump, III
Sandra and Bill Kellner
Mr. and Dr. Stephen Kendall
Donald and Marilyn Keough Foundation
Richard P. Kessler, Jr.
Dorothy Yates Kirkley
David H. Kloess
Lynne and Charles Knapp
The Knox Foundation
Rae and John O. Knox
Michael Kramer
Cynthia Kuhlman
J. Reese Lanier, Jr.
Mark Lazarus
Dr. Cynthia D. Crain and Dr. Dwight Lee
Douglas B. Leeson
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey C. Levy
Mrs. Joseph M. Maas
Steve Macciocchi
Mark Mongell
John McColskey
Charlie McGimsey
McGriff Siebels and Williams of Georgia
John McGowan
McMaster-Carr Supply Company
Keith Meyers
Mike Young Designs, Inc.
Eileen and Chris Millard
Mark Miller
Lawrence Minogue
Joe and Mary Moeller Foundation
Brittany and John Molinaro
Scott Muir
Bud Murray
Kimberly L. Myers
National Distributing Company, Inc.
Carol and Tim Naughton
Bill Neidlinger
NeighborWorks America
Nelson Mullins Riley and Scarborough, LLP
New Horizons Computer Learning Center
Nonami Enterprises, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Palmer
Parker, Hudson, Rainer and Dobbs, LLP
Patrick Family Foundation
Mrs. Geraldine A. Patrick
Jared Paul
William B. Pendleton
Pepsico Foundation
PGA TOUR, Inc.
Bert Ponder
Pro Golf Atlanta
Taco Proper
Dr. and Mrs. Raymond F. Ramirez
RBC Centura Banks, Inc.
Peter Redmond
Scott Rees
Regions/Morgan Keegan
Robert B. Remar

Kelly and Paul Reynolds
Richard Reed
River Country Club
Robertson Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Robertson
Ray M. Robinson
The Rockdale Foundation, Inc.
Melanie and Jason D. Ross
Teresa Ross
Anne and Don Russell
Herman J. Russell
Allyson Quijano and Vincent Russo
David Edward Ryan
Melissa and R. Keith Sauls
Ms. Betty A. Londergan and 

Dr. Lawrence M. Schall
Greg Schulz
Wayne Scruggs
Mark Shurett, DDS, PC
W. Ross Singletary
Aimee and Mark Skinner
Kent Smith
Susan M. Soper
Mildred and John Spalding
John D. Spratt, Jr.
Srixon
Stanford Group Atlanta
T.B. Stanley, III
Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas Stapleton
Richard G. Steingraber
Dawn and David Stephen
The Stanford Foundation
Janie and Jim Stratigos
Andrew C. Stratton
Matt Sullivan
Sunbelt Structures, Inc.
SunTrust Banks, Inc.
Sarah and David Sutherland
TDC Systems Integration
Temple-Inland Foundation
Time Warner PAC
Time, Inc.
Katherine and Christopher Trokey
Susan and Frank Troutman
Clyde C. Tuggle
Turner Broadcasting System, Inc.
Sara and William Turnipseed
Jackie and Jack Tyson
U.S. Franchise Systems, Inc.
Unisource Worldwide, Inc.
UPS Foundation
Arthur G. Walsh
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Wamsley, Jr. 
Jennifer and Allen Weaver
Cary W. and Herron Weems
Nancy Whatley
Jeff Wigbels
H. E. Williams
Holly Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Williams
Nyre Williams
Charles R. Yates, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. P. Dan Yates, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James N. Young
Zeliff, Wallace and Jackson

Corporation

Ann and Thomas G. Cousins
Robert W. Bivens
George E. Cates
Michael B. Hagearty
Father James L. Harrison

Marion Dearing and Fleming James
Lindsey James

Amelia Grace Dowdy
Susie and Mark Dowdy

Greg and Lillian Giornelli
Lynda and Bob Wilson

Charles and Sylvia W. Harrison
Peach State Realty, Inc.

East Lake Foundation Staff
Debbie Mazur
Phyllis Weiss

The Tennis Sistas
Terry and Dr. Charles Epstein

William G. Wetzel
Jill Blackburn
Holly and Devon Williams

In Memory
J. Carlton Belote

Max and Mary M. Aue
Tommy Canavan

Marilyn McGinnis
Bill Cousins

Father James L. Harrison
William Elliott

Pam and Rick Burton
Joseph M. Maas

Peggy P. Alford

Jeanne and Bob Battle
Jan and Bob Espy
J. Lester Fraser
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Goldman
DeLoney and Barbara Hull
Office of the Missouri State Treasurer
Mrs. Geraldine A. Patrick
William H. Rice
Jean and George Sellers
Mrs. Robert P. Shinall, Jr.

Harry E. Stillwell
Nancy P. Upshaw
Sara and Richard Wehr

Kent Summers
Betsy and Bill Duffey
Brenda and John Krolak

Gloria and Norm Van Brocklin
The Vanderyt Family

Joe Voris
Judyth L. Jacobs

Charles R. Yates, Sr.
Dameron Black, III
Henry D. Green, Jr.
Mike and Jodi Gross
Sylvia and Charles W. Harrison
James T. Laney
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Taratus
Lois and Danny Yates
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Carol R. Naughton
Executive Director

Brian P. Williams
Chief Operating Officer

Rhonda L. Davidson
Director of Development 

Brittany Glenn Molinaro
Development Officer

Erik Day
Development Associate and
Volunteer Coordinator

Sharon Hall-Thomas
Executive Assistant

Nyre Williams
Director, The First Tee of East Lake

Jeff Dunovant
Director of Instruction, 
The First Tee of East Lake

Charles W. Harrison
Instructor, The First Tee of East Lake

Rachel Melendez
Program Coordinator,
The First Tee of East Lake
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East Lake Staff

East Lake Partners

Atlanta History Center

Atlanta Housing Authority

Atlanta Public Schools

Atlanta Speech School

Care and Counseling Center of Georgia

Charlie Yates Golf Course

The Coca-Cola Company

Columbia Theological Seminary

Delta Air Lines, Inc.

Drew Charter School

East Lake Family YMCA

East Lake Golf Club

East Lake Neighbors Community Association

Edison Schools

Georgia State University School of Music

Goodwill Industries International

Mercy Housing

Oglethorpe University

100 Black Men of Atlanta 

Publix

Sheltering Arms Early Education and Family Center

Srixon

THE TOUR Championship

University of Georgia Athletic Association

The Villages of East Lake

Wells Fargo

The Westminster Schools

2606 Alston Drive  |  Atlanta, GA 30317  |  404 373-4351  |  www.eastlakefoundation.org


